the Spies • Puraaas
Sakti. The definitely old nature of the compositionr the - wider popularity, the frequency of translations into other languages, the numerous commentaries by great scholars and philosophers are all in favour of declaring the Vaishnavite epic as the one included among the eighteen Puranas*
Great discussions have been going on concerning the date of the Bhagavata. It has been suspected by* several scholars of research to be the composition of the poet and grammarian Bopadeva, son of Hemadri, who lived from 1260 to 1309 A. D. Bopa-deva's chief works, the Muktaphala, the Harilila and the Anukramanika or the index to the Bhagavata depend on this epic for their subject ^ matter. The similarity between these works and the Bhagavata in style and matter, and the absence of any early reference to this epic and of any quotation from it have led many scholars like Burnouf, Wilson, Colebrooke and Macdonell to conclude that Bopadeva must have been the author of the Bhagavata. Thus they assign the Bhagavata to the 13th century A. D. Bui this view can no longer be justified. Sri Madhva-charya places the Bhagavata on a level with the Mahabharata and gives profuse quotations from it in |         his philosophical works. On this ground Bhandarkar
I          assigns it to a period at least two centuries earlier than
|         Madhvacharya.   It is reasonable to suppose that it
i          might have been composed in the  10th  century A. D.
4         But Sri Ramanuja (1017-1137 A. D.) does not mention **       the $hag av^ta pr quote frem it in *my of his worbs